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Study of chiral transport properties of cellulose acetoacetate membranes

WANG Tao', LIU Xuyang', LIU Dongqing',
YOU Meng*, MENG Jianqiang'

(1. State Key Laboratory of Separation Membranes and Membrane Processes, School of
Materials Science and Engineering, Tiangong University, Tianjin 300387, China;
2. Henan Normal University, College of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, Xinxiang, 453007, China)

Abstract: In this study, the less expensive and readily available microcrystalline cellulose was chosen as the
experimental raw material, and the reaction of tert-butyl acetoacetate with ester exchange method was used
to prepare cellulose acetoacetate (CAA) with different degrees of substitution by controlling the reaction
time, and the solvent evaporation method was used to obtain the CAA membrane. The chemical structure,
morphology and thermal stability of CAA membranes were tested by 'H NMR, FTIR, SEM and TGA.
The permeation splitting property of CAA membranes for D, L-tryptophan was tested using a dialyser, and
the concentration of D-tryptophan and L-tryptophan in the permeate was tested using binary high-pressure
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Preparation of KAUST -8 membranes by hydrothermal
secondary growth method for H,/CQO, separation

Asad Sharif, WANG Hongbo, LU Jinming , YANG Jianhua ,LL1U Yi

(State Key Laboratory of Fine Chemicals, Institute of Adsorption and Inorganic Membrane,
Dalian University of Technology, Dalian 116024, China)

Abstract: KAUST -8 nanosheets exhibit high surface area and pore volume, leading to exceptional CO,
adsorption due to Al metal sites. In this study, polycrystalline KAUST - 8 membranes were developed
using a hydrothermal secondary growth technique on coarse microporous « — Al,O; tube supports,
employing aluminum oxide and nickel nitrate precursors. Al;O; was to control the growth of inorganic
pillar [ AlF; (H,O) >~ and Ni(NQO;), *+ 6H,0O for its enhanced solubility of precursor nickel sources, to
form Ni( [[ )-pyrazine square grids which reacted with the pillar to grow KAUST-8 crystals. Additionally,
water was used as a solvent to promote membrane growth. Moreover, the synthesis conditions of reactant
concentration, time, temperature, and effects of solvents were explored. The resulting optimized KAUST
—8 membrane demonstrated H, permeance rate of 1. 27X10"" mol/(m? * s » Pa) (at 25 ‘C and 0. 1 MPa)
and ideal selectivity of H,/CO, of 19. 3.

Key words: CO, separation; KAUST-8 membranes; fluorinated MOF membranes; hydrothermal synthe-

sis; H; purification
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gradient high-performance liquid chromatography (HPLC). The mechanism of D, L-tryptophan splitting
by CAA membranes with different degree of substitution was investigated with respect to the chiral
transport property. It was found that CAA membranes with low substitution degree had better chiral
splitting performance, while CAA membranes with high substitution degree had lower separation
performance due to the increase of free volume after contacting with aqueous solution, and the tryptophan
could easily pass through the permeation periplasm. After analysing the permeation, partitioning and
diffusion coefficients of D-tryptophan and L-tryptophan, it was concluded that the chiral splitting
performance of CAA membranes with high substitution degree was mainly controlled by diffusion. The
enantiomeric excess percentage of CAA membranes with low substitution degree (DS=0. 57) remained
100% for 6 h, decreased slightly beyond 6 h, and then stabilised. In this study, chiral separation
membranes with certain splitting performance were prepared by simply modulating the substitution degree
of CAA, which provides ideas for the design of chiral separation membranes.

Key words: chiral separation; cellulose acetoacetate membrane; ester exchange reaction; chiral transport

properties; D, L-tryptophan



