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Bifunctional side chain anion exchange membranes with C = O-free backbone

LIU Jinwu', LIU Chang', ZHANG Yang',
JU Jia', CUI Jun®*, ZHANG Fan'

(1. College of Petrochemical Technology, Liaoning Petrochemical University, Fushun 113001, China;
2. College of Life Engineering, Shenyang Institute of Technology, Fushun 113000, China)

Abstract: To enhance the overall performance of anion exchange membranes ( AEMs) under harsh, hot
alkaline conditions, a novel membrane architecture was designed by integrating hydrophobic-hydrophilic
dual-functional side chains in a parallel configuration onto a C = O-free poly(arylene ether) backbone. The
C = O -free backbone was employed to mitigate alkaline-induced backbone degradation, while the dual-
functional side chains were intended to synergistically facilitate the formation of efficient ion-conducting
pathways and provide steric protection for the cationic groups. AEMs with varying side chain lengths were
synthesized and characterized. The membrane incorporating hexyl chains for both functionalities (PEAM-
QC6H6) demonstrated the most balanced property profile. It exhibited a low swelling ratio of 9. 0% at
80 °C, a tensile strength of 38. 9 MPa, and a high hydroxide conductivity of 140. 3 mS/cm at 80 °C.
Remarkably, it retained 92. 4% of its initial conductivity after being immersed in 4 mol/LL KOH at 80 “C
for 1 500 hours. Furthermore, a H,/O, fuel cell assembled with the PEAM-QC6H6 membrane achieved a
peak power density of 1. 18 W/em? at 80 ‘C. This work provides a promising strategy for the molecular
design of durable, high-performance AEMs.

Key words: C = O-free poly(arylene ether) ; hydrophobic-hydrophilic dual-functional side chains; anion ex-

change membrane; ionic conductivity; alkaline stability; single-cell performance
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incorporating NiO as active catalytic component into the matrix of carbon membrane. Thermogravimetric
analysis, infrared spectroscopy, scanning electron microscopy and X-ray diffraction were employed to
systematically investigate the thermal stability, functional group structure, component distribution and
microstructure of the membrane materials. The effect of NiO) amount on the separation performance and
the hydrogen production performance of resultant catalytic carbon membranes was investigated. The
results showed that when the NiO loading is 0. 8%, the prepared catalytic carbon membrane exhibited a H,
permeability of 554. 92 Barrer and a H, /N, selectivity of 42, 39. Under reaction conditions at 320 ‘C and
ambient pressure, the membrane reactor achieved a methanol conversion of 99. 88% and a hydrogen yield
of 53.68%, demonstrating a significant synergistic enhancement between reaction and separation.

Key words: NiQO; carbon membrane; gas separation; membrane reactor; methanol-to-hydrogen



